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^ Ti(w rotire^^ 

^ .. LivBd ix^ Japan and vorked vlth top level Japanese prof essionally for Tears« 



Admiral WguMr* oame to see me today Z^15 Nov 53^ and we taUced fer the better 
part of an heur* He le an old and good flrleind af mine from the old daye in 
Japan, and he talked wlthoat apparant reserve« His cenmaniof H nglleh øeeois to 
Tavs apnevh^t ijiqxroved| but ble pron;iinolatlon Is bed, and one soms times has to 
aslr him to repeat a remark tvo or three times befare gettlng his preclse raeaning« 

Admiral Homura belleves tbat Japan must rearm for defense and tbat progress aloDg 
this line wUl develop over the next few years* The faet remalns hove ver that j 
the present R’ime Minister, Mr Yoshlda^ bas hlmself taken a streng position against 
reanoament and helped to draft the present Gods tltut ion« He vculd therefore be 
in a difflcult and erabarrassing position If he nov advocated a reversal of tbat 
polioy« Consequently the Government is doing nothlng whatever to create public 
avareness of the potential threat to Japan* e security and to inoreaee popular 
support for rearmament« This is the major obstacle to such progress* 

The autborities at West Point (vhlch I take to mean the military wccupation 
authorlties) advocate emphasis on grcundfxoes in Japan*s future army* Never- 
thelasB Japan* s main problem is to protect its imports af food and other 
oonmodities annually, Inoluding wheat, oli, mlnerels, etc* The vheat comes 
largeiy from the US, the oil from Borneo and other areas* Japsn could not 
subslst wlthout the se imports* 

No major Issues currently divlde the IVogresslve and Liberal Partleøi The 
division Is based aimost entirely on pexsonal jealousies and dlslikes* Yoshlda, 
^tqv| yna do not like each other and vould find It difflcult to 
corabine* Nocoura is not avare that any inslstenoe of government posts is posed 
as the price of c ooperation« 

Hayato Ikeda ^ like most of the members of the Government, has litti^ per s anal 
- toowledge -or. eiperlenoe of-» for elgn .countries •- -Hø .. is .. a vrøy . able. financier but,,_,_ _ 
narrow In out look as are most of his cent emparar les* His present trip is to 
overcome this deficienoy« Ncaura does not assoclate lils visits wlth Japan *s 
rearmament or Conservatlve Party unlty« 
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6, If loøhicla ahould go, Shigemltsu would be his most Hkely succossca:, Nover- 
tholess their rsspeotlTS s'toengths In the Diet wouXd seem to render suoh a 
obange unllkely Just nov« k niunber of potential younger leaders are developing, 
but few of them kndv anything about foreign oountries and most of (them are 
narrow in oulSDok« He mentioned one prcnislng meoaber of tha present Cabinet« 

I vottid reoogxiise his name If 1 sav It but unfortunateljr I did nai pih it ( 

dovni It bad an ''n" in it* j 

7* Honura feelB that good relations and cooperation bétueen Japan and Korea 

are most impox^ant but he appeared not to viøh to touoh on indivldual problems* 

He spoke of tlM North Eoreans as belng vhoUr undo* the heal of the D3SH* 




8, Japan^s probleais of defense against the USSR are very diffieult, Xergely 
owing to the narrow straits north of the Holdcaido and at Tsushi^* The 
USSR r egards the Sea of Japan as a Soviet lake* 







